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Four 
Construction 

Sectors



Did you know it takes over 64 
trades to build a home?

How many can you name?



ANSWER

Source: Career Trek BC, YouTube (5:00 mins)

boilermaker, bricklayer, cabinetmaker, carpenter, CNC 
operator, concrete finisher, construction craft worker, 
construction electrician, crane and hoisting operator, 
cribber, domestic gasfitter, electric motor system 
technician, estimator, floor covering installer, framer, 
glazier, heavy equipment operator, home appraiser, 
machinist, millwright, insulator, land surveyor, landscape 
horticulturalist, machinist, painter and decorator, 
partsperson, plasterer, plumber, power engineer, pre-
engineered building erector, refrigeration and air 
conditioning mechanic, roofer, sheet metal worker, 
sprinkler system installer, steamfitter-pipefitter, 
tilesetter, water and wastewater technician, welder…

http://youtu.be/KpKP5X6e3hQ?list=PL444D4F8FC913C9DF


You will create and develop attractive family 
homes in your community, such as

New Home Building/Renovation Sector

http://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/city-mulls-12-000-fee-for-new-homes-built-in-new-suburbs-1.1527359



You will create and develop attractive family 
homes in your community, such as

New Home Building/Renovation Sector

http://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/city-mulls-12-000-fee-for-new-homes-built-in-new-suburbs-1.1527359

Framing of main floor

Concrete coating
Framing of top floor and roof

Fully framed house 
with windows



Can you name these structures?



You will participate in the construction of various 
buildings, such as

Commercial Construction

Image Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winnipeg_Walkway; https://www.pinterest.com/pin/562105597214847225/; vhttp://architecture49.com/en/what-we-
do/projects/university-college-of-the-north/; https://markosun.wordpress.com/2010/05/23/new-winnipeg-football-stadium-diagrams/stadium8/



You will participate in the construction of various 
buildings, such as

Commercial Construction

Image Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winnipeg_Walkway; https://www.pinterest.com/pin/562105597214847225/; vhttp://architecture49.com/en/what-we-
do/projects/university-college-of-the-north/; https://markosun.wordpress.com/2010/05/23/new-winnipeg-football-stadium-diagrams/stadium8/

St. Vital Shopping 
Mall

University College of the 
North (UCN)

Assiniboine Zoo

Investors Group 
Field

(Stadium)

Manitoba 
Hydro Place



Mining

Heavy Industrial Sector

Image Source: http://www.journalofcommerce.com/Associations/News/2012/6/Manitoba-introduces-new-roadbuilding-training-program-for-Aboriginal-workers-JOC050509W/; 
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/flin-flon-to-get-mining-academy-90460469.html; http://digminesight.com/2012/03/; http://www.mhca.mb.ca/safe-roads-campaign-begins-may-14th/; 
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/breaking-ground-152943745.html; http://www.parrmetal.com/projects.html; http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/ambitious-nothingness-157180895.html

Steel FabricationHeavy Equipment



Mining

Heavy Industrial Sector

Image Source: http://www.journalofcommerce.com/Associations/News/2012/6/Manitoba-introduces-new-roadbuilding-training-program-for-Aboriginal-workers-JOC050509W/; 
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/flin-flon-to-get-mining-academy-90460469.html; http://digminesight.com/2012/03/; http://www.mhca.mb.ca/safe-roads-campaign-begins-may-14th/; 
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/breaking-ground-152943745.html; http://www.parrmetal.com/projects.html; http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/ambitious-nothingness-157180895.html

Miner in 
Flin Flon, MB

Steel FabricationHeavy Equipment



Can you name some other 
heavy industrial trades?



You will contribute to public projects, such as

Civil Engineering Construction

Image Source:  http://www.mmfx.com/jobstory/june-2013/; http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/blogs/under-the-dome/263482332.html; 
http://forum.skyscraperpage.com/showthread.php?p=5778514; http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/City-eyes-service-sharing-policy-for-outlying-communities-
134506303.html?viewAllComments=y;http://www.industcards.com/hydro-canada-mb.htm



You will contribute to public projects, such as

Civil Engineering Construction

Image Source:  http://www.mmfx.com/jobstory/june-2013/; http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/blogs/under-the-dome/263482332.html; 
http://forum.skyscraperpage.com/showthread.php?p=5778514; http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/City-eyes-service-sharing-policy-for-outlying-communities-
134506303.html?viewAllComments=y;http://www.industcards.com/hydro-canada-mb.htm

Transmission Lines
Manitoba-Minnesota 
Transmission Project

(2014)

Water and Sewer Services
Hydroelectric Plant

Pine Falls, MB



Can you name the four 
construction sectors?



Common 
Career Paths

in the
Four Sectors



business owner 
(self-employed)teacher

sub contractor

supervisor

Image source: http://images.clipartpanda.com/construction-worker-silhouette-Construction-workers-silhouette-GIF.gif

manager instructor



Learn 
One Skill 

= 
Work in Many 

Sectors



Skilled Trades

• bricklayers

• cabinetmakers

• carpenters

• electricians

• floor covering installers

• landscapers

• painters

• plumbers

Construction Sectors

• New Home Building & 
Renovation

• Commercial

Example #1



Skilled Trades

• boilermakers

• crane operators

• concrete finishers

• drillers

• blasters

• ironworkers

• welders

Construction Sectors

• Heavy Industrial

• Civil Engineering

Example #2



Skilled Trades

• architects

• computer specialists

• designers

• entrepreneurs

• estimators

• financial managers

• schedulers

• and many more

Construction Sectors

• New Home Building & 
Renovation

• Commercial

• Heavy Industrial

• Civil Engineering

Example #3



One Skill 
can lead to  

Related Careers



Crane 
Operator

= 
Heavy 

Equipment 
Operator 

or 
Mechanic



Video: Heavy Equipment Operator

Source: Career Trek BC, You Tube (5:34 mins)

http://youtu.be/zXxCXDDqLvY?list=PL444D4F8FC913C9DF


Welders, 
Ironworkers, 

& 
Boilermakers



Video: Ironworker

Source: Career Trek BC, YouTube (5:24 mins)

http://youtu.be/q68UYhCTTBI?list=PL444D4F8FC913C9DF


Carpenters
=

Cabinetmakers, 
Roofers, 

or 
Floor Covering 

Installers



Video: Carpenter Foreman

Source: Career Trek BC, YouTube (5:00 mins)

http://youtu.be/KpKP5X6e3hQ?list=PL444D4F8FC913C9DF


10 
Common 
Questions

about 
Careers in 

Construction



1.
Is 

construction 
work more 

than manual 
labour?



Answer #1
Working in construction means you need to use other 
skills beside physical ones. Some examples includes:

Math Skills
Carpenters, cabinetmakers, and others use math on a daily basis

Computer Skills
Many skilled trades, such as heavy equipment operators, use high-

tech equipment and technology to perform their jobs

Interpersonal skills
Like many fields, construction needs experienced people with 
strong ‘people’ skills to work with the public and lead teams



2.
Is all 

construction 
done 

outdoors?



Answer #2
There are many construction careers that can be 

done indoors. Some examples include :

• Carpenters (in shops)

• Drywallers

• Interior finishers

• Painters

• Plasterers

• Plumbers

• Welders 

Also,  technology is changing the profession of construction 
which means many jobs can be done indoors, all year round.



3. 
Do I have to 

travel to work 
in 

construction?



Answer #3
For most construction projects, you do not have 
to travel outside of the city; but there are a lot 
more opportunities for those who like to travel.

Travel could include:

• Moving from site to site

• Remote communities

• Northern communities

• Other provinces



4. 
How much 
can I earn 

as a 
construction 

worker?



Answer #4

Skilled Labourer

Less than 2 years experience

Minimum Wage*

Boilermaker
Apprentice Annual Wage:

$27, 040 (minimum)

Journeyperson Annual Wage:

$54, 600 - $76, 440 (average)

Salaries can vary depending on your level of experience, 
formal training, and job position.

Carpenter
Apprentice Annual Wage:

$37, 440 (minimum)

Journeyperson Annual Wage:

$39, 270 - $58, 863 (average)

General Labourer

2+ years experience

$12 - $15/hour*

*Wage and salary levels 
depend on the work/trade and 
the company’s pay scale



5.

What types of 
work-related 
benefits do 

small 
companies 

offer?



Answer #5
Depending where you work, the work-related 
benefits may be different. 

Work-related benefits could include:

• Extended Health

• Paid Vacation Time

• Dental and Vision Insurance

• Disability Insurance

• Workers’ Compensation Board coverage



6. 
What is an 

Apprenticeship
?



Answer #6
Apprenticeship is a way to learn skills while you 
work and earn money. 

• The apprenticeship system is supported by the 
construction industry. 

• It combines on-the-job training and work 
experience with technical training in a school or 
shop setting. 

Apprenticeship Manitoba 
http://www.gov.mb.ca/wdis/apprenticeship/

Canadian Apprenticeship Forum

http://caf-fca.org/



Answer #6 continued



7. 

What is 
Apprenticeship

Manitoba?



Answer #7
Apprenticeship Manitoba 

• sets regulations for over 55 trades

• determines the eligibility of apprentices to write 
Trades Qualification exams

• ensures apprentices are paid correctly by 
employers

Note: Apprenticeship Manitoba will not help you 
prepare for the exam or help you find a(n) 
job/employer.

Visit gov.mb.ca/wdis/apprenticeship for more information



8. 

How much do 
apprenticeship 
programs cost?



Answer #8
Apprenticeship program fees vary due to the type 

of application, program and class length.  

Examples of general fees include:
• Apprenticeship Application fee = $50

• Class length, up to eight weeks = $200

– Additional weeks for classes = $25 each

• Books and materials = $800 - $1, 500

– (approximately, per program)

NOTE: Some trades in Manitoba require an additional 
licence/permit to practice that is not issued by Apprenticeship 
Manitoba. 

• Contact Apprentice Manitoba for detailed information



9. 
Do I need a 
high school 
diploma to 
enter the 

construction 
industry?



Answer #9
Many construction workers started their careers while still 
in high school, mainly during the summer break.

But, if you want to be a certified skilled trade worker, you 
will need to complete high school and formal training 
(Apprenticeship program and/or a college program).



10. 

How do I get 
started?



Answer #10
There are many ways to get started.

Here are some tips to help you.

• Talk to your school career/guidance counsellor

– High School Apprenticeship Program (HSAP)

– Vocational programming

– Post-secondary school options

• Visit www.tradeupmanitoba.com to learn 
about construction careers

• Visit the Apprenticeship Manitoba website

http://wordpress-945040-3709737.cloudwaysapps.com/


Questions 
?



Social Media

For Teachers

• www.mbcsc.com

• https://www.facebook.com/ManitobaConstruction
Council

• www.jobbank.gc.ca/es_all-eng.do

For Students

• www.tradeupmanitoba.com

• https://www.facebook.com/TradeUpMB



Contact Information

James Murphy

Workforce Development Coordinator

1000 Waverley Street

Winnipeg, MB R3T 0P3

T: (204) 272-5093

E: jmurphy@mbcsc.com


